Ahmed Alhussini                                                                                                         Alhussini     1
Mrs, Jeter
Elit 1040


4
                                                                                                                                   Alhussini   

Comparison Between the Glass Castle and Educated
Different authors possess different skills and personalities that enable them to write differently. The creativity and imagination of a writer is what equips them with interesting and exciting themes in a book. Different books exhibit different themes or different settings of the present similar themes. Educated is a book written by Tara Westover which shows the life that the author passed through in pursuit of her education. Her father different believes about education and her siblings' hunger for education. She had to leave her home to acquire the much-needed education she always dreamt of getting a Ph.D. at Cambridge University. On the other hand, The Glass Castle is a book written by Jeannette Walls. The book also revolves around the authors struggling life of poverty. Her parents are dysfunctional, her father being an alcoholic and keeps losing his job bringing instability to the family of four. Her mother is a teacher but Rex her father quickly siphons her mother’s paycheck (Walls 21). The paper compares and contrasts various aspects of the two books including the characters, themes and the settings of the two books.
The two books are of a similar genre, they both revolve around young determined children who vows to pursue their dreams of education and help their siblings. The theme of education is very dominant in the two books, Walls and Tara are both determined to acquire enough education although the families offer minimal support. Tara is forced to fight her father beliefs who do not believe in education and modern medicine. They are both forced to move out of their families in pursuit of education. However, there is a difference in the hindrances for the pursuit of education. For Walls, her father is an alcoholic and quickly siphons her mother's salary subjecting the family to poverty and hence unable to go through school. On the other hand, in the case of Tara, she steps in her first class when she was seventeen years Since her father’s contrary beliefs in education, dressing, and medicine (Westover 13). Her father does not believe in education and hence has no intention to take his kids to school. He subjects them to working in the junkyards rather than putting them into school.
These two books are named using different considerations. First, the glass castle is named after Jeannette Wall’s father dream to build a castle made of glass. Educated on the other hand is named from the author's pursuit for education which she could not acquire in her primary setting due to her father’s believes. This title is hence wholly related to the central theme of the book, unlike the glass Castle which is only named on an instance in the book when Jeannette Wall’s father dreamt of building a castle. The titles of both books are set from dreams that some characters had. Jeannette Wall’s father dreamt of building a castle while Tara dreamt of having high education in the university. However, in the book Educated, Tara is determined to achieve her dream, unlike Jeannette Wall’s father who shows no hard work and determination to achieve his longtime dream. 
The setting of the two books is comparable. Both characters grew up in survivalist families. Tara’s father sustained his growing family by building barns, scrapping metal in his junkyard and building hay shed. Her mother worked as an unlicensed midwife. Tara had to spend time working in the junkyard to help to contribute to the family business (Westover 15). Tara’s family is isolated with her father believing that education was brainwashing. Her father forbade hospitals and also education which can be linked to the development of violent behavior for Tara's older brother. For Jeannette Wall’s case, her father was an addicted alcoholic and constantly misappropriated the little cash his wife earned as it rendered the family poor and struggling to make ends meet (Walls 23). They suffer horrendous childhood due to parents’ neglect leaving them with no food or warm clothes. The difference in these two settings is that in the book Educated, the society believes were the main contributors to the disastrous life of Tara. on the other hand, the disastrous life of Jeannette Wall is caused by financial and economic factors where the family is unable to raise money for the family forcing her to get a job at thirteen years an illegal age for a worker.
These two books are real-life stories of the non-fiction genre. They hence portray a sad and depressing tone. Children denial of education and treatment due to fatherly beliefs is very shocking and heartbreaking. Tara had to set foot in a class at the age of 17 years which is very sad (Jones 107). Jeannette Wall, on the other hand, had to endure parental neglect forcing her to seek jobs to provide for her siblings. However, The Glass castle seems to have a happy ending with Jeannette and her siblings forgiving their parents for neglect. The parents even move to town to live with their children showing a lot of love. The educated ending, on the other hand, is faced with challenges with her parents moving to court to challenge some sentiments in the book claiming it created a distorted picture of them.
The authors of the two books are also comparable. They are of female genders with a common story of struggle. They both struggle in their pursuit of education. They are determined to achieve their dreams of acquiring knowledge and have to endure a lot of challenges to succeed in life. There are lucky to both succeed in their pursuit of a better life. They are also both college graduates with honors. However, their ages vary significantly. Jeannette Wall was born in the year 1960 and is aged 59 years while Tara Westover was born in 1986 and is in her mid-30s (Irvin 46). Generally, many people give the two books a five-star rating for the exciting and exiting work done by the two authors. The two authors have unarguably done an exemplary job in these literatures.
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